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Ancient Comets. 

In a work of extraordinary erudition which has been presented 
to the Library of the Lick Observatory by Professor Pickering 
of the Harvard College Observatory* I find (in the Index) 
twenty-four references to comets which have appeared. Nearly 
all of these references should be consulted by anyone who is 
compiling a catalogue of historic comets. Three of them contain 
something noteworthy. 

I therefore copy these three extracts : 

Page 471 : "14 A. D. = 1st year of the ' thiang-foung ' of 
the usurping Sinmang" or Wang-mang — (Chinese Chron. table). 
"The same year" and "before the death of Augustus" (Clint, 
iv. page 45) a comet. Observed by L. Seneca, nat. qu. i, 1. 
[This is No. 54 of Williams' Chinese Comets, page 54.] 

Page 475 : " 19 A. D." (Tacit, and Clint.) Visit to Egypt 
of Germanicus ; and his death on his way thence in Syria. At 
this time a comet observed by L. Seneca, nat.- qu. i, 1 (Clint, 
iv. p, 45)- 

Page 477 : " 31 A. D." (Sueton., Dio. and Clint.) disgrace 
and death of Sejanus, prefect of the praetorian guard and consul 
for this year. A comet visible at the time, witnessed by L. Se- 
neca, nat. qu. i, 1 (Clint, iv. p. 45). E. S. H. 

Scientific Visitors to the Lick Observatory. 

Professor W. D. Alexander of Honolulu, Chief of the 
Geodetic Survey of Hawaii, made a visit to the Lick Observatory 
during the month of September. Mr. E. D. Preston of the 
U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey made a determination of the 
force of gravity at Mount Hamilton, September 27-October 1, 
using the new short-pendulum apparatus, devis.ed by Professor 
Mendenhall. This is the third determination of gravity at 
L. O., the first having been made by Mr. Preston, with one of 
the Peirce seconds pendulums, in 1883 (Pud/. A. S. P., Vol. I, 
page 125), and the second by Professor Mendenhall, in the 
summer of 1891 (Pud/. A. S. P., Vol. Ill, page 282). E. S. H. 



* Chronological History of Plants: Man's Record of His Own Existence, illustrated 
through their names, uses and companionships; by Chari.es Pickkring, M. D. Boston, 
1S79: quarto. 



